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Routing Process  
and Land Rights

Transmission line easements and rights-of-way 
Energy companies build transmission lines to serve customers, connect new 
generation sources and help ensure reliable delivery of electricity to customers. 
The area around a transmission line is called a right-of-way and is governed by an 
easement, a legal document that is recorded with the property.

What are rights-of-way 
(ROW)? 
Rights-of-way are the actual land areas 
acquired for a specific purpose such as 
a transmission line, roadway or other 
infrastructure. 
We anticipate an easement of up to 
250 feet wide (125 feet on each side 
of the center of the structure) will be 
necessary for the new transmission 
line. Right-of-way is typically secured 
through negotiation and acquisition 
of an easement agreement. Land 
within the ROW may be used for any 
purpose that does not interfere with the 
construction, operation or maintenance 
of the transmission line. In agricultural 
areas, the land may continue to be used 
for crop production and pasture. 

What is a transmission line easement? 
A transmission line easement is a property right that allows our team to construct, operate and maintain 
transmission structures and lines on your property while you maintain ownership and use of your land.

Right-of-way width: Up to 250 ft



ROW Needed for the MariBell Transmission Project
Dairyland Power Cooperative and GridLiance 
Heartland will be seeking easements up to 250 
feet wide (125 feet each side from the centerline) 
for the MariBell Transmission Project. There might 
be some instances where a larger easement may 
be required. Landowners will be assigned a land 
agent to provide them with information about 
their specific property. 

Routing Process
Identifying a new transmission line route is a multi-step analysis that considers constraints, opportunities 
and alternatives that aim to minimize impacts on people and the environment.

*Schedule is subject to change

DEVELOP PRELIMINARY ROUTE OPTIONS 
Identify areas for potential transmission line route options. Develop initial corridors 
based on: 
•	 System needs
•	 Review of publicly available data
•	 Finding opportunities to minimize impacts to residential properties, agricultural 

operations and other environmental considerations.
We will present initial corridors and route options to landowners, local officials and 
key stakeholders to ask for feedback.

REFINE ROUTE OPTIONS  
– WE ARE HERE!
We encourage landowners and 
local officials to attend public open 
houses, review route options and 
provide comments about how 
each of the initial proposals would 
affect land uses in the area. We 
will evaluate all comments as route 
options are refined during the 
development process.

IDENTIFY A PROPOSED ROUTE TO 
SUBMIT IN THE APPLICATION 
Finally, the project team will use the information 
and public input gathered to develop a 
proposed and alternative route that will be 
submitted to the Public Service Commission of 
Wisconsin (PSCW) later in 2026.

PSCW ISSUES A DECISION ON A FINAL ROUTE 
The PSCW will issue a final determination on the route at the conclusion 
of the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity proceeding.
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